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honours us in the eyes of France. Is it possible that all this
has been concocted without you and that you knew nothing
about it?"
Count Lamsdorff repeated that until the preceding day
he had been kept in complete ignorance of the matter,
"Does not His Majesty know that we have a treaty with
France ?" I asked.
"Of course His Majesty knows that," he replied, "but
the fact must have slipped from his mind, or, what is more
probable, his brain was befogged by William's verbiage and
he failed to grasp the substance of the matter,"
We put our heads together to find a way out of the
difficulty. The hardest part of the task, in Count Lams-
dorff's judgment, was to secure His Majesty's consent to
the cancellation of the agreement. We could find some
legal flaws in the agreement, on which to base a formal
plea for its abolition. Finally, we agreed to advance the
following arguments: first, that the treaty was not counter-
signed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs; second, that the
treaty in question was in contradiction to our previous
treaty with France; and, third, that the ratification of the
Bjorke compact must be preceded by and depend upon a
corresponding agreement with France. Should these argu-
ments fail, we decided to declare that Russia would leave
the Portsmouth treaty unratified rather than recognize the
Bjorke agreement as it stood. This agreement, we deter-
mined, should be reduced to a simple statement on our part
that we adhered to the principle of a Russo-Franco-German
entente and were ready to obligate ourselves to carry that
policy into effect
In my capacity of President of the Committee of Minis-
ters I had no official access to His Majesty. As for Count
Lamsdorff, I did not set much store by his ability to influence
His Majesty's mind in so weighty a matter. So I decided to
turn for help to Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich, who,